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PRINCIPAL INSTRUMENTAL FORMS OF THE BAROQUE ERA 



WAYNE MORIE 
Clayton Public Schools 



The following article in an 
excerpt from a. paper written by 
a Junior in Clayton, Missouri High 
School and solo clarinetist in the 
Clayton high school band and 
orchestra. It is published here as 
an example of the good which can 
come out of interdepartmental co- 
operation and as proof that a high 
school student can do writing of a 
rather scholarly nature. Morrie’s 
English teacher was Blandford 
Jennings and his music teacher, 
Edward Bayer. 

The entire paper runs to ap- 
proximately twenty-five pages. The 
complete table of contents and the 
bibliography are included to indi- 
cate the scope of the paper. 

Table of Contents 

I. Influencing Reforms 

A. Revoking the “cantus 
firm us” concept. 

B. Harmonic versus contra- 
puntal 

C. Key relation 

D. The equal-temperament 
scale 

E. Standardization of the or- 
chestra 

II. The Dance Suite 

A. Origins 

B. Form 

C. Interpolated dances 

D. Bach's Orchestral Suite 
No. 3 in D major 

III. Related Sonata Forms 

A. “Sonata da Camera” 

B. “Sonata da Chiesa” 

C. “Trio Sonata” 

IV. The Fugue 

A. Origins 

B. Form 

C. Bach and the fugue 



V. The Concerto Grosso 

A. Origins 

B. Form 

C. The Brandenburg Concertos 

Influencing Reforms 

The opening of the seventeenth 
century brought a great change in 
musical thought in the method, 
character, and purpose of music. 
There was a general overthrow of 
the older counterpoint and a sub- 
stitute of a simpler kind of music. 

This simpler music was at first 
in the form of a recitation rather 
than a melody, and was sung by a 
single voice throughout and ac- 
companied by instruments; or in the 
case of purely instrumental music, 
a simple tune accompanied by 
chords. 

There was a change to com- 
posing the melody in a high voice 
instead of the old “cantus firmus” 
method of composing from the bass. 
Purcell, a well known composer of 
the seventeenth century, says in a 
revision of Playford’s Introduction 
to the Skill of Musick: “Formerly 
they used to compose from the 
bass, but modern authors compose 
to the treble when they make 
counterpoint or basses to tunes 
or songs.” 1 

In this era, the hariponic con- 
cept versus the contrapuntal con- 
cepts (contrapuntal music being 
two lines of melody going in dif- 
ferent directions, and harmonic 
music being the concept of writing 
melody with accompaniment by 
chords) were widely disputed and 
studied. These studies conse- 
quently led to the modern concept 
of key relations. 
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volved, and Luca's other commissions by the Duomo Church indi- 
cate that he was a favorite sculptor in their eyes. 

The work was completed in 1438 and remained in its rather 
inaccessible position until 1688. At this time it was removed for 
the wedding of Prince Ferdinando because a larger choir was 
needed. The panels were thus removed to storage where they re- 
mained until 1822. It was not until 1883 that a serious attempt at 
restoration was made by Professor Luigi del Moro. Owing to Pro- 
fessor del Moro's work, the Cantoria has been restored, although 
now in a different position in the Duomo, and under different light- 
ing conditions. 15 

With regard to style, a comparison of Luca with two of his 
contemporaries, Ghiberti and Donatello, reveals several interesting 
points. In particular, the comparison between Luca della Robbia and 
Donatello is heightened because Donatello also did a Cantoria for 
the Duomo. Marquand notes that Luca's Canoria reliefs were begun 
several years before those of Donatello. 14 Yet, Donatello undoubtedly 
had an influence upon Luca’s art, although the latter was more re- 
strained, as can be seen, for example, in the dancing children. Fur- 
thermore, Donatello, unlike Luca, tends to suggest the indefinite 
expansion of space. Luca is also unlike Ghiberti who crowds as many 
figures as possible into a single picture. Luca was apparently con- 
tent with few figures, simple themes, and restricted space. 17 In gen- 
eral, Schubring’s work on Luca makes these same observations. 18 

Of the authors of writings dealing with Luca della Robbia, 
those already cited — namely, Maud Crutwell, Allan Marquand, 
and Paul Schubring — have all done their research during the early 
part of this century. All of them are very occupied with the fact 
that the moldings, pilasters, and decorative material which presently 
surround the panels are not original. 

None of these three is concerned with the arrangement of the 
panels in the Cantoria, although there is a difference of opinion as 
to how Robbia arrived at this order. Marquand and Crutwell feel 
that the order follows Biblical scripture in numerical sequence (as 
illustrated by the diagram below). This is borne out by the Latin 
inscription which is found above and below the eight panels. 
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the impulses of the same subjects when listening to the reading 
of poetry* These are just a few of the possibilities that Dr. McCurry’s 
investigative technique suggests. 

Much that can be done with the challenges outlined above de- 
pends upon further refinement in the application of the technique 
of this study. Much depends upon arriving at some quick means of 
determining the frequency of waves which appear on the graphs and 
of some quantitative means of estimating the significance of ampli- 
tude of these waves. Perhaps Dr. McCurry can solve these problems 
in his next investigation, or some cooperative music educator with 
access to suitable equipment may be able to aid in the solution to 
the mechanical difficulties. There is the further suggestion that more 
rapid progress can be made with the effects of music on the human 
brain if some foundation with funds can make available to music 
educators access to electroencephalographs and the technicians to 
operate them. 

CRITIQUE II: F. BION McCURRY'S STUDY OF THE 
ENCEPHALOGRAPHIC REACTION OF CHILDREN TO 
DIFFERING SECTIONS OF MUSIC 

( Excerpts from correspondence with the Editor) 

Ira Hirsch, 

Central Institute for the Deaf 

I thank you for bringing this thesis to my attention and for giv- 
ing me the opportunity to look at this new piece of work. The re- 
view of the pertinent literature contained in the thesis is very com- 
petently done and will be a useful reference source for anyone in- 
terestd in this field. I am troubled, however, by the conception of the 
experimental work and its execution. The thing that bothers me about 
the conception is my belief that the problems pertaining to different 
affects of different kinds of music are essentially behavioral ones 
and should be studied behaviorally. The use of various adjectives, 
of rating scales, etc. has been difficult, to be sure, but is clearly rele- 
vant to some of the problems. The use of a physiological measure 
appears to me to be something of an escape from the immediate prob- 
lem to one that is at least quantifiable but there is no clear relation 
to the emotional states that presumably are of basic merest. The 
execution of the experiment itself suffers from at least one important 
omission. On the basis of the work that Mr. McCurry reports, I can- 
not conclude that those changes in frequency in the EEG that he ob- 
served have anything to do with the musical character of the acous- 
tic stimulus that he used. I could still maintain the hypothesis that 
such frequency changes are characteristic of the EEG response to 
sound. From a logical point of view, the design would have been 
more complete had he included a condition in which, for the same 
period of time, he would have introduced some noise or other non- 
musical sound. Here the implication that there is something in the 
musical message that is controlling these different frequency changes 
is not quite borne out directly by his observations. 

THE END 
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Based on a table by R. Horley-Pegge fn The French Horn 




Present Day Use of the Right Hand 

An aid in molding the iionN.-This is not, as important today as it 
once was and still is in parts of Europe. Most, American horn .sis s»jpp(>r 
the bell of their instrument with the right, thigh, giving both the left and 
right hands more freedom. The right hand, however, still is used to support 
the instrument in the bells up position. 

Correcting non intonation.-WI.™ the right hand ie inanrtod 
into the bell properly the pitch lowers about a quarter of a step. I his i. 
taken into consideration when the horns arc mam.fao ^ 
hand lowers the pitch and opening the hand raises it. If the r, ght hand . 
inserted at. • mom or leas proper distance, the mam tuning slide should 

not have to be pulled excessively. 

Most horniste take this change in pitch for granted and I give little 
thought to what is happening as they manipulate the right ha, 1 Imt , g 
bell As the hand closes, great resistance is set up in the horn. 1 he m i £ 
lip is actually slowed down by this resistance and the pitch naturally lowers 
because of the slower vibrations produced. It is an interesting ^porimot^ 
sbX to close the hand and at the same time compensate for the change 
in Ditch and the increased resistance by tightening the lip and blowing 
harder. In normal playing, however, the right hand is valuable in adjust- 
ing intonation. 

Modifying the tone.-TIus was Hampel’s main reason for his expen- 
ments with the right hand and probably is still 

the rieht hand today. If the hand is inserted in the bell at the point, wnerc 
thp horn is in tune this generally will eliminate the somewhat blatant, 
tone of the instrument. Experimenting with the hand by placing it in vari- 
ous wsitiois in the bell will show the different tone colors that can be 
produced and changed instantly. As the hand becomes more e osc ic 
tone becomes more covered and muffled. Intonation and carrying po\y( 
SSff r wellTthe timbre when the hand position changes. Excessive 
riehUiand manipulation should be avoided because of the uneven tom 
color produced This was one of the main objections to the school of hand 
horn playing even though its exponents kept the changes in timbre to 

a minimum. 

Hand MUTiNO.-This is the process of completely closing- the hoi 
with the hand to obtain the special effect tone color similar to that, prodiu.i < 
bv a fiber, metal, or wooden mute. For many years there has been much 
argument as to whether or not hand muting actually raises the pitch. 
do B not, hope to solve the argument, but simply wish to report, what works 
well for me as well as for a great many horn authorities. As the hand do. 
in the bell the tone lowers to the point that, it is a hail stop flat when t he 
hand is completely closed. If one were to stop ^ 

to transpose a semitone higher to play the corrcc • P ■ • • j u j 

as well as myself, continue one step beyond this point. Wh< n the hi II 1 
tiehtlv closed (a loose hand will not work well) it is an easy matter 
overblow the note so that the pitch “snaps” up a full step.; What has 
actually happened is that when the hand is tightly jammed into the b I 

it sC thcTbration beyond that point ^ ^ * 

of the horn by the amount necessary to raise the pitch a halt . top 
resulting note, of course, will have to be transposed a half step lowc . 
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Conclusion 6 is unsupportahlc. The study did not consider the amount 
of time spent, on music in the cla&sroom, so any mention of this factor 
cannot l)o supported by the study. Nor was the background of the children 
and teachers studied. Since there were no precise performance criteria, 
it cannot accurately be said “the students performed very well.” 

The recommendations for further research are, on the whole, good. 
Some arc general and not closely related to the study. Another recom- 
mendation might well be added to Hansford's list. That recommendation 
would be that another study be undertaken appraising the singing of 
sixth graders taught by classroom teachers and music specialists. This 
second study would evaluate the singing of groups and individuals on the 
basis of precise and carefully thought out criteria under highly controlled 
conditions. Such a study, if properly conducted, would provide the 
profession with valuable research data, something that Hansford’s study 
in large measure failed to do. 
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MISSOURI MUSIC EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION 

and 

ACTION RESEARCH in the SCHOOLS OF MISSOURI 



A proposal by Donald Anderson, Brentwood Public Schools 

The Missouri Music Educators and the Missouri State Department 
of Education have much of which to be proud, especially in the field of 
innovation and research in Music Education. Probably no other state 
music organizations have done more in this area. However, we suffer from 
the same syndrome which undoubtedly afflicts all other forty nine states 
i.e. the college-university vs. elementary-high school schism which ironi- 
cally perpetuates the pattern of placing all of the responsibility for re- 
search in a few institutions of higher learning while effectively keeping 
it from the only people who can realistically put it to a test and use iL 
improve upon it, or reject it. To be sure, the Missouri Journal of Research 
in Music Editcation takes a giant first step in the direction of eliminating 
this schism, but it obviously is not the complete answer. Relatively few 
school music teachers read the Journal, and even if when they do, the 
topics often seem quite remote from their own teaching situations and 

IlCCUSf 



, alleviate this situation, the proposal has been made, and approved 

by the executive board of the Missouri Music Educators Association, that 
up to five hundred dollars per year be set aside from our treasury which 
would be available for research grants to help develop better music 
education programs through the encouragement of Action Research, and 
curricular innovation, originating in and carried out at the school music 
level by school music educators. 



A committee appointed for this purpose would serve with the pres- 
ent Missouri research committee to screen proposals, offer encouragement 
and guidance, and award stipends on the successful completion of certain 
research projects. The results of these projects would be published in the 
f ? [ ^search in Music Education. All active members 
of the MMEA would be eligible to propose projects to the committee for 
consideration, but schools music teachers would be given first 
consideration. Subsequently, aid, guidance and encouragement should be 
given the award recipients in preparing applications from their school 
districts for government research grants under Title III of the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act. 

The sequence of the program would be similar to the following 
brief outline: 6 



1. Survey of proposals for experimental curriculum programs or re- 
lated research developed by elementary and secondary teachers of 
Missouri (university teachers not to be ruled out totally) would be 
evaluated by the committee using the following criteria: 

A. Aims, objectives, and all preliminary data gathered through 
scientifically organized and carefully conducted procedures. 

5 
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in keeping with the learners' long-range objectives. 
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areas such as music history and literature classes; (3) student perform- 
ing experiences in both large and small choral and instrumental ensem- 
bles; (4) integration of instrumental and choral literature and certain 
aspects of theory such as sight-singing, ear training, and rhythmic, mel- 
odic, and harmonic dictation; (5) correlation of instrumental and choral 
conducting and performance practice with music history/literature; (6) 
ear-training and dictation experiences which employ live and recorded 
instrumental and choral ensembles; (7) creative activity in composition 
which permeates the work in music theory and is related to teacher 
preparation; (8) greater efforts made to insure that the music education 
faculty has had experience teaching in the public schools; (9) closer cor- 
relation between music education methods classes and observation and 
student teaching experiences; (10) observation and student teaching 
experiences at all school levels; (11) greater efforts to provide students 
witl) more counsel and direction during the student teaching experience; 
(12) more emphasis placed upon the purpose and procedures of the 
general music class in the public schools ana consideration of the junior 
high school as a distinct problem in school music education; (13) ex- 
perience in conducting school literature as well as standard literature; 
(14) more instruction in selecting types of method books and other liter- 
ature for varying stages of instrumental and choral development; (15) 
piano instruction which is more closely related to the needs of public 
school music teachers; (16) class and ensemble experience in which the 
student develops skills in the use of minor performance instruments. 

The accomplishment of the preceding recommendations implies that 
the music education faculty undertake a self-evaluative study of the 
teacher-training program in order to identify desired outcomes and de- 
velop a unified philosophy. Inasmuch as eighty percent of the music 
majors are enrolled in the teacher-training program, the music curricu- 
lum should be organized with the professional destination of the major- 
ity in mind. 
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